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VI CTO R LASKY* having completed a 
book promising to hell the ''real" story of 
Robert Kennedy’s life in politics, was over- 
taken by the assassination on June 5, Bui 
no matter: truth* a sterner master than gen- 
, erosity of spirit, must still be served. To 
explain why he felt obliged to trouble the 
rest of the dead, Lasky invokes the eulogy 
of the late Senator's sole surviving brother, 
Edward , who warned against legend! zing 
Robert’s accomplishments, 
f The truth then. This grubby, mean-spir- 
ited study trades In a kind of truth. It enunr 
crates* and documents where it can, every 
' charge that has been leveled against its sub- 
ject and his family. The documentation is 
- shrewd: Lasky uses as sources respectable 
newspapers and magazines and people. The 
author's own politics are scrupulously hid- 
den from view. Ah the better: this way 
’ Lasky can attack from either right or left, 
subject only to the particular opportunity at 
hand. 

His book is without the larger truth born 
of common humanity. It is written from a 
vantage of unwavering scorn and mistrust 
and bitter condescension. It is a book com- 
posed to destroy a reputation rather than ex- 
plain it, Lasky grants that Robert Kennedy 
was loyal to his friends. That is ail he 
grants. A true portrait would grant much, 
much more — not just to this man, but to any 
man who so commanded the respect and 
affection of millions of his intelligent coun- 
trymen, 

LASKY'S MOST monotonously repeated 
charge is that Robert Kennedy never acted 
spontaneously or from principle. All he did, 
we are to believe* was done for either votes 
or publicity. He flew to the funeral of the 
Rev, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to get his 
name and picture in the newspapers. He 
went to Africa for publicity. '’But, as luck 
would have it, the news of Bobby's African 
safari was overshadowed by the ambush of 
James Meredith on the Mississippi highway. 

♦ * . . The episode relegated Bobby's African 
adventures to secondary press coverage. 
And this* needless to say, was annoying to 
the publicity -conscious Kennedy." 

Such an assumption, besides being undig- 
nified* cruel and wholly unproved, is an in- 
sult to the reader's intelligence. So is Las- 
ky 's repeated reliance on unnamed sources 
for damaging assertions of fact, fOr should 
we call them "so-called' 1 sources, as Lasky 
speaks of "so-called liberals' 1 ?) 

The book luxuriates in cheap shots. Lasky 
reports that Lyndon Johnson's phone may 
have been tapped when he was Vice Presi- 
dent. J, Edgar Hoover has said Sen. Ken- 
nedy, while Attorney General, expanded the 
use of wire taps. So w p e are to assume, 
though Lasky never says so much straight 
out* that Robert Kennedy tapped Lyndon 
Johnson s phone. Lasky also tells us that 
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Kennedy, as Attorney General, "was gun- 
ning for Lyndon Johnson by probing Bobhy 
Baker's Involved financial shenanigans.” 

After President Kennedy's assassination, 
Lasky dutifully reports. Robert and Jacque- 
.3 i ne Kennedy “freq uent ly holidayed to- 
gether, often without frhel land] there had 
boon rumors that something untoward was 
going on.” But* Lasky, playing the role of 
honest biographer, reassures as: ‘The truth 
is the bond with Jackie has [sic] no ro- 
mantic overtones.” 

You will note the use of the present tense: 
"has no romantic overtones/* Lasky* and his 
editors, and his publisher, were so busy hus- 
tling after compromising facts trial they had 
no time for proofreading. The hook lapses 
into the present tense on at least six other 
occasions, This exemplary lack of accuracy 
is equaled only by the tastelessness and sim- 
ple rudeness that the author so relentlessly 
exhibits. 

For example: midway through his study 
he begins to refer to Arthur Schlesinger Jr. j 
(whom he ridicules for the way his name is 
pronounced) as ‘'Artie/ 1 “Vic” inflicts this 
gratuitous misnomer on the historian five 
times. He also shares wdtb us the crushing 
intelligence that while at Exeter Mr. Schles- 
inger w p as "an indifferent athlete , , . ‘He 
wasn't one of the boys/ a classmate recalls/’ 
And can you believe that a book about a 
dead man, amended after his death* contains 
as a chapter title the word "Future?" But in 
his haste to scramble after the truth, the au- 
thor hadn’t patience for such unathletic pas- ’ 
times as the pursuit of plain meaning. * 
Language is not LaskyAs ally: lie speaks of i 
Hickory Hill as a “meditative pad.” Surely. ( 
even with his abundant riches and power, t 
Sen. Kennedy was unable to cause to have h 
built a house that thinks? 

BUT ENOUGH, A couple of years ago* ^ 
Ralph de Toledano (with whom Lasky shares 
responsibility for “Seeds of Treason”) wrote " 
a poisonous and shrill study of Robert Ken- 
nedy. Lasky T s work is even worse than his 
colleague’s. Where de Toledano Avas hysteri- 
cal* bent on protecting the Nation from the 
unexampled dangers of Kennedy’s leader- 
ship* Lasky is calculating and careful. He 
crouches behind an appearance of objectiv- 
ity, In fact* he is wholly malicious. His truth j 
Is a fraud, 
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